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An exhibition of THE WBS. OF MAnRICE PRENEERGAST opens at The Cleveland 
Kuseam of Art on Jane 21. This retrospective exhibition honors the 100th anniversary 
of the artist's birth* It includes 151 pieces, 

Prendergast was bom In Hevioundland in 1859 but grew up la Boston* He 
made several trips to Europe during his career but the major part of his life was 
spent in New Tork and Boston, He was a member of the rebellious/ lait short-lived group 
known as The Eight/ and was an exhibitor in the famous Armory Show of 1913, at which 
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modern art/ on a large scale, was first introduced to the American public. 

His canvases reveal a peaceful holiday world of sunlit charm and light- 
hearted gaie-ty - pionios, beach parties, and Sunday afternoons in the park. These 
pleasing glimpses, the creation of a shy and modest man, represent a brilliant artistic 
achievement. He became one of the few American painters who could justly be called a 
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post-impressionist^^ridging the gap between impressionism and abstract art >hen no 
other American artist had yet responded to the new trend. 

In seeking •♦the remembered iuatge” he created a unique style couposed of dots 
and patches of brushwork, powerful in rhythm and vibrant with an exquisite sense of 
color, P 3 ?endergast has been called ’•America's first modem painter," He was little 
recognized before his death in 1924 and it is only recently that the fhll measure of 
his impoitance has been realized* 

The exhibition was organized ly the Museum of Fine Arts of Boston, It will 
reraiain in Cleveland through July 30, 

For further information and photographs write or telephone Margaret R, Parkin 

GArfield 1-7340 
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